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in advance of the first required use of 
such number to permit issuance of the 
number in time for compliance with 
such requirement. 

(3) One-time or occasional filers. A per-
son who files a return under the provi-
sions of section 53.151(a)(5) is not re-
quired to make application for an em-
ployer identification number. Such 
persons may use their social security 
number on any return, statement or 
other document submitted to ATF by 
that person in lieu of an employer iden-
tification number. 

(b) Use of employer identification num-
ber. The employer identification num-
ber assigned to a person liable for a tax 
imposed by chapter 32 of the Code shall 
be shown on any return, statement, or 
other document submitted to ATF by 
the person. 

[T.D. ATF–308, 56 FR 303, Jan. 3, 1991, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–365, 60 FR 33670, June 
28, 1995; T.D. ATF–447, 66 FR 19088, Apr. 13, 
2001]

§ 53.23 Alternate methods or proce-
dures. 

(a) A taxpayer, on specific approval 
by the appropriate ATF officer as pro-
vided in this section, may use an alter-
nate method or procedure in lieu of a 
method or procedure specifically pre-
scribed in this part. The Director may 
approve an alternate method or proce-
dure, subject to stated conditions, 
when— 

(1) Good cause has been shown for the 
use of the alternate method or proce-
dure; 

(2) The alternate method or proce-
dure is within the purpose of, and con-
sistent with the effect intended by, the 
specifically prescribed method or pro-
cedure, and affords equivalent security 
to the revenue; and 

(3) The alternate method or proce-
dure will not be contrary to any provi-
sion of law and will not result in an in-
crease in cost to the Government or 
hinder the effective administration of 
this part. No alternate method or pro-
cedure relating to the assessment, pay-
ment, or collection of tax shall be au-
thorized under this paragraph. 

(b) Where the taxpayer desires to em-
ploy an alternate method or procedure, 
a written application to do so must be 
submitted. The application must spe-

cifically describe the proposed alter-
nate method or procedure and must set 
forth the reasons therefor. Alternate 
methods or procedures must not be em-
ployed until the appropriate ATF offi-
cer has approved the application. The 
taxpayer must, during the period of au-
thorization of an alternate method or 
procedure, comply with the terms of 
the approved application. Authoriza-
tion for any alternate method or proce-
dure may be withdrawn whenever, in 
the judgment of the appropriate ATF 
officer, the revenue is jeopardized or 
the effective administration of this 
part is hindered by the continuation of 
such authorization. 

[T.D. ATF–365, 60 FR 33670, June 28, 1995, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–447, 66 FR 19088, Apr. 
13, 2001]

§ 53.24 Records. 

(a) In general—(1) Form of records. The 
records required by the regulations in 
this part shall be kept accurately, but 
no particular form is required for keep-
ing the records. Such forms and sys-
tems of accounting shall be used as will 
enable appropriate ATF officers to as-
certain whether liability for tax is in-
curred and, if so, the amount thereof. 

(2) [Reserved] 
(b) Copies of returns, schedules, and 

statements. Every person who is re-
quired, by the regulations in this part 
or by instructions applicable to any 
form prescribed thereunder, to keep 
any copy of any return, schedule, 
statement, or other document, shall 
keep such copy as a part of the records. 

(c) Records of claimants. Any person 
who, pursuant to the regulations in 
this part, claims a refund, credit, or 
abatement, shall keep a complete and 
detailed record with respect to the tax, 
interest, addition to the tax, additional 
amount, or assessable penalty to which 
the claim relates. Such record shall in-
clude any records required of the 
claimant by paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion and subpart L of this part. 

(d) Place and period for keeping 
records. (1) All records required by this 
part shall be prepared and kept by the 
person required to keep them, at one or 
more convenient and safe locations ac-
cessible to appropriate ATF officers, 
and shall at all times be immediately 
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available for inspection by such offi-
cers. 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in 
this subparagraph, every person re-
quired by the regulations in this part 
to keep records in respect of a tax shall 
maintain such records for at least 
three years after the due date of such 
tax for the return period to which the 
records relate, or the date such tax is 
paid, whichever is later. The records of 
claimants required by paragraph (c) of 
this section shall be maintained for a 
period of at least three years after the 
date the claim is filed. 

(e) Reproduction of original records. (1) 
General books of account, such as cash 
books, journals, voucher registers, 
ledgers, etc., shall be maintained and 
preserved in their original form. How-
ever, reproductions of supporting 
records of details, such as invoices, 
vouchers, production reports, sales 
records, certificates, proofs of expor-
tation, etc., may be kept in lieu of the 
original records. Any process may be 
used which accurately and timely re-
produces the original record, and which 
forms a durable medium for reproduc-
ing and preserving the original record. 

(2) Copies of records treated as original 
records. Whenever records are repro-
duced under this section, the repro-
duced records shall be preserved in con-
veniently accessible files, and provi-
sions shall be made for examining, 
viewing, and using the reproduced 
records the same as if they were the 
original record. Such reproduced 
records shall be treated and considered 
for all purposes as though they were 
the original record. All provisions of 
law and regulations applicable to the 
original record are applicable to the re-
produced record. 

[T.D. ATF–365, 60 FR 33670, June 28, 1995, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–447, 66 FR 19088, Apr. 
13, 2001]

Subparts D–F [Reserved]

Subpart G—Tax Rates

§ 53.61 Imposition and rates of tax. 
(a) Imposition of tax. Section 4181 of 

the Code imposes a tax on the sale of 

the following articles by the manufac-
turer, producer, or importer thereof: 

(1) Pistols; 
(2) Revolvers; 
(3) Firearms (other than pistols and 

revolvers); and 
(4) Shells and cartridges. 
(b) Parts or accessories—(1) In general. 

No tax is imposed by section 4181 of the 
Code on the sale of parts or accessories 
of firearms, pistols, revolvers, shells, 
and cartridges when sold separately or 
when sold with a complete firearm for 
use as spare parts or accessories. The 
tax does attach, however, to sales of 
completed firearms, pistols, revolvers, 
shells, and cartridges, and to sale of 
such articles that, although in knock-
down condition, are complete as to all 
component parts. 

(2) Component parts. Component parts 
are items that would ordinarily be at-
tached to a firearm during use and, in 
the ordinary course of trade, are pack-
aged with the firearm at the time of 
sale by the manufacturer or importer. 
All component parts for firearms are 
includible in the price for which the ar-
ticle is sold. 

(3) Nontaxable parts. Parts sold with 
firearms that duplicate component 
parts that are not includible in the 
price for which the article is sold. 

(4) Nontaxable accessories. Items that 
are not designed to be attached to a 
firearm during use or that are not, in 
the ordinary course of trade, provided 
with the firearm at the time of the sale 
by the manufacturer or importer are 
not includible in the price for which 
the article is sold. 

(5) Examples—(i) In general. The fol-
lowing examples are provided as guide-
lines and are not meant to be all inclu-
sive. 

(ii) Component parts. Component parts 
include items such as a frame or re-
ceiver, breech mechanism, trigger 
mechanism, barrel, buttstock, 
forestock, handguard, grips, buttplate, 
fore end cap, trigger guard, sight or set 
of sights (iron or optical), sight mount 
or set of sight mounts, a choke, a flash 
hider, a muzzle brake, a magazine, a 
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